




THE BUBBLING WELL 


Automatic Writing Don’t 
Pay Mortgages,” Says Ring 


Another Wang Foo Story by Sydney C. Partridge 


weave a pretty good case out of that. • was one of his regular trips to his \ lying on top of the baskets, 
does it?" •’ "-•* *■“ — ' “ ’ 

"No. sir. it does not. That is pro- 
vided you believe in — and are willing 
So convict on — pure circumstantial 
evidence.* For. when all's said and 
done, chief, that's exactly what we've 
got and nothin*? else." 

"Well, perhaps something else will 
turn up " 

"Perhaps it will. I hope it will, for 
unless the old agent with the wig 
(alluding to the crown advocate) has 
got much more up his black sleeve 
than he has shown us so far. I'm not 
a-goin' in my own mind to convict 
two honest English tars — hs I still 
takes them to be — of goin' into a 
Chinese wrecking game like this, 
even for a lot of their old ginseng." 


• /IMPOSSIBLE! Quite impossible. 

| I assure you!" said Sir Eving- 

I ton Beecham, Governor of 
Hongkong, to Capt. Burling 
tof the India Mail, as they paused for 

* moment on their afternoon stroll 
back from the golf links, "the idea of 
an intentional wreckage is preposter- 
ous. Why. Webb and the boatswain 
are two of the very best men we have 
In the service, and they've been in it 
for years. And they both know, Just 
as well as we do. that it means im- 
prisonment for life. Do you think 
they would take a risk like that and 
actually turn pirates — for that Is 
what It amounts to — for the mere 
salvage from a coasting schooner? 


and before they Mopped they was a 
sentence wrote on the paper but so 
dim 1 couldn't hardly make it out. 
Here is what it said 

"Now is the time for all good men 
to come to the aid of the party and 
gel a new ribbon." 

That was what was wrote on the 
paper and 1 set (here maybe a couple 
lira more but not another won! 
showed up and finely I remembered 


transaction, or having noted the fact | question of whether thev's spirits or 

marked* w i t h**a ' red" I e t t «T r ^ " ^-er they 

The closing ceremonies on the even- mean alcohol spirits which T guess 
ing of the "bubbling” of the Dragon thev's no question about life after 

rh^gr^ f .«e^s?».«”*" ! A t i •*»" •“"* ■- «-'• 

precisely 9 o'clock the abbot him- Icy corn was suppose to die a yr. ago 
self appeared, in his most gorgeous last month, but you can still go to a 

^'i ;l Tm nt9 -, 8 , n aL banquet or a card party and find :.0 

the side of the well-curb, cried out. 

"Bring forth the Holy Hod and the per cent of the guests pretty well 
Scoop and prepare the Flask of Jade haunted. What I refer to is the spirits 
to receive the Dragon Scum!" An thal , h c;aim , 9 ln t he human body 
attendant handled him a long slender and k „ „„ Hve | nK i on g after the 
rod with a small copper cup at the , odlte has 8fen you properly sunk 
end. and the abbot leaning over, skim- MoBt of lhe w | 8e crackers laughs 
med the top of the water in the well and cal , 8 , t bunk , bul they s a few 

as an English dairymaid would skim briKh| m i nds , ha t has fell for it. even 
i en,ey "I 1 ' 14 . In country's where they still got the 

what he drew up from it. however. k j nd of liquor that you can get plas- 
was certainly not cream, but an t , red w j t hout going cuckoo. Take for 
unotious dim with a decided flavor of , n|iI Conan Doyle over iu England 
dragon (or fish), which was poured who , don . t mean , hat he drinkti , bu , 
from the Flask of Jade into a mini- if be did he could get good stuff, hut 
her of liny bottles and wold at a any way you got to pay some ten- 
fshulnun price to the devotees, under sjon to hl , opinion in these mailers 
the striking title of "Dragon Scum— a | n regards to life after death us he 
certain cure for every mortal ill." spilled Sherlock Holmes into the royal 
The same pilgrim who had invent!* Ceo. or somewheres in one book and 
gated the cook's basket purchased then brought him back to solve SO 
a vial or "Scum." and. marking It thousand wds. of more mystervs 
with a red letter "B," stowed it away * * a . 

in the opposite sleeve from Its fellow. 

remarking to himself an he did so. pl'T while I use to eat up Slierlork 

attd *"! h^^hem lea^a'nal^siV '^a t *shal" ^ a " d ■'*«"•»* «»■" 
establish the identity and prove that m >’ favorite authors, still and all Ills 
orreet!" So Wang Foo psychic articles didn't never prove 

he "ady ^ralng'ra! n0th , inB m " °*' y . f ou ran 

gkong. *o sleep n whole lot easier reading 

nk it will he necessary them than his detective Storys. And 
P ri '' a,e I ain't even got no desire to believe 
narked Sir Kvington Ibe stuff that was in that last one 
le crown i ndvonate and j r( , ad where It said that some kind 
or of police, who with Q f do pe flowed out of a medium and 
a. Tew others were met formed Itself Into the shapes of peo- 
of Government House. p ! e that had departed and one of the 
careful and accurate shapes looked like a certain senator 
«vo covered all the with a mustache. If I had .1 wishes 
IS exposed lhe light- the 4 th. one would he t» die and 
’ ' h o real culprit and then trickle out of some medium and 
t he stole the govern- get In such shape that I looked like 
m the carrying cans a certain senator with a mustache. 
ier» were at supper and They'* no doubt but that Conan Is 
a cheap native product a bright mind and has made a study 
to blend and oonse- of the subject and is a expert on 
out the light®. The it and he believe in It, bul that don't 


foreign cards in the usual courteous 
way and he just let them in and 
j treated them as lie would any party 
| of European visitors." 

I "Ah! I see." smiled the detective. 

"the benefit ns well as the penalty of 
a foreign education!" Then, rising to 
go. he added: "Just one question 
more. Miss Du Bray, if you please— 
and 1 shall appreciate a very candid 
answer from you. How do you ex- 
plain the apparent lavish expenditure 
of money by the young man so soon 
after the wreck?" 

"That had nothing whatever to do 
with it. You know, even better than 
! I do. Mr Wank, how freely money Is 

(spent at betrothal feasts " 

•'Yes. to be sure " 

"And when you think thnt this en- 
tertainment combined really the ex- 
travagances of both China and Amer- 
ica. and that lie and his friends cele- 
brated In both native and foreign 
style for about a week. 'you can read- 
ily see that It cost a good round 
sum." 

"It undoubtedlv did. and whore do 
you really think he got the money?" 

"Well, wherever he got It. and I pre- 
sum he borrowed, as usual, from his 
friends— 1 know he got two hundred 
Mexcians from me. which I was de- 
lighted to let him have for Chin 
Chee's sake — he certainly got it hon- 
estly and not out of any proceeds of 
Hie ginseg wreck. Shall ! have your 
jinrickshaw called. Mr. Wang?" 

"If you please. And let me assure 
you that 1 will do everything ln my 
power to clear up this very distress* 
ing mystery." ’ 

"Boy! What side have got Mr. 

Wang Foo coolie " 

"Just now tiab got kitchen-side, 
makee smoker," replied the ever- 
falthful. 

"You go catchee lie veily chop-chop, 
talkee wantchee go home-aide." 

"All light. Can do." And In a few 
moments more the little two-wheeled 
carriage was rattling down the hill 
toward the Red Cloud alley. Once 
there, the thoughtful detector of 
crime betook himself to his quiet den 
and the long chair of carved bamboo. 

Stretching out In it at length, he 
lighted a delicate Manila cheroot, and - - *•-- 

opening the lattice-work shutters, al- r“5 ,r . __ 'he sperm oil appealed to 
lowed the cooling breexes from the ln e temple priests to whom he sold it 
harbor to play across his brow as he * n “ they resold It as 'Dragon Scum' 
weighed the evidence of the morn- * n enormous profit. There Is no 
inn's interview. Having been up la ,?. u f" tlon »ny further the 

rather late the night before, he fell stories of M ebb and the boatswain — 
asleep before lie knew It. and was they seem to be perfectly true and 
only awakened by the report of the the men are released. The schooner 
noonday gun from the Peak as It wa " undoubtedly looted by coast 
echoed along the cliffs above him. pirates and all these tales about a 
"Yes." tie said to himself as he made « "nap! racy between Yung Wing's 
a final examination of the vnrious pa- office and the keepers have failed to 
pers that lay on the table. "It is prac- he proven. There remains, however, 
tically an Ingenious case of circum- ' >n ® v< t>‘ strange circumstance yet 
stantial evidence. Everything can lie he explained and which makes the 
satisfactorily explained except this oharg-e against the rook either a 
one thing, namely: Who or what was very light one of the theft qf a gal- 
il that caused the light on White Ti- '° n or l *'° ot ®H. or a very heavy one 
ge r Point to go out at that particular of a deliberate attempt to wreck a 
time? In brisf. was it intentional or vessel and loot the cargo. Will Mr. 
was it accidental? Yes. It all turns wang explain Juat how the light 
on that. The fate of Webb and the happened to go out on the very night 
boatswain and the native keepers that 'he Prinoe Edward sailed?" 
hang exactly ln that balance — to say * * , , 

nothing of the future happiness of ... 

Yung Wing and Chin Chee. The A 1 - 1 - eyes were turned toward the 
crown advocate must be convinced great detective as he slowly rose 

:w h :i«*UJV3. 1 2:£'. »*k ", ■» 

decreed by the Buddhas that I am the P art or ,he mystery. "Your excellency 
one to convince him! If so. then ‘to and gentlemen,” he said, clearly and 
work'! To work! Quickly!" without anv hesitaflnn am 


FOR OVER ONE HOI R I SET 
THERE WITH BOTH FINGERS IN 
POSITION TO WRITE, BIT NOT % 
WORD COME. 


what happened to the man that look 
the advice and what happened <o 
the man that didn't, so I Jumped on 
a train and went to N. Y. city and 
bought myself a new ribbon and set 
up most of that night getting it tlxod 
O. K. in the typewriter. 


a STRONG ebb tide was running at 
"" the time, and before she could 
be brought about, in the sharp turn 
that they have to make at the red 
buoy, she was swung close in to 
the headland and was thrown broad- 
side on the beach. The native crew 
of eight men became panic-stricken 
at once, seising the first things at 
hand — which happened to be the 
oars of the schooner's boat — jumped 
into the surf and shrieked to their 
gods to save them. The four Eng- 
lish sailors tried to cut the boat 
loose, but. finding the oars gone, 
threw off their coats and started for 
the shore, which, fortunately, they 
all succeeded In reaching. 

There being no apparent way of 
scaling the cliff, they decided that 
their only hope was In following the 
beach to the nearest village where 
they could secure help. Fortunately 
they found two of the native crew— 
the alx other having fled — and hold- 
ing them as guides and Interpreters, 
they walked all night and half the 
following day, when they reached a 
cluster of llshing huts and there 
found food and shelter. When the 
government tug that was sent out 
from the port, after their arrival 

there reached the acene of the wreck . . 

a few days later, the schooner was peared openly upon the scene and an- 
found Intact, though badly battered, nounced to Mrs. Hopklnson. who with 
but every trace of her precious cargo a bevy of lady friends from the col- 
had disappeared: ony had been especially Invited, that 

“Looted by Cantonese pirates!" was she didn't ace nny reason why the 
what the papers said, and no one one person of all in whose honor the. 
doubted It was correct — except Bar- party was given should be hidden 
low & Co. and some government away In the background, 
agents. "No, Indeed," replied the consul's 

The revenue officers who accom- wife, "you are the center of attraction 
pan led the lighthouse Inspector went now Just as much as you will be at 
at once up the ateep path to the your wedding, and we should have 
tower and there they found Webb, been awfully disappointed if we hadn't 
the keeper/ and hit aaalatant (known seen you, wouldn't we. ladles T’ 
aa "The rfoatawaln") in a state of 'We certainly would." was the an- 
areat trepidation. swer that came back in chorus. 


»-pHE next day I set down al 111® 
desk again and walled anil thi» 
time It was 2 hrs. before my lingers 


“THE POLICE HAVE ARRESTED THE BRIDEGROOM 


watched the movements of Yung W ing 
anil his companions In the shipping 
office, and had arrested all three of 
them at a little suspicious wine parly, 
where they seemed to be spending 
more money than their salaries nat- 
urally allow. 


from lhe College 'for Girls"). "Yao 'T' HK Temple of the Starry Sea was portunlty to Introduce the Chinese 
hwai sing! Yao hwul sing!" ('They already reaping quite a harvost solution, which a purely European 

desire an answer! They desire an from , he number of pilgrims at its ""*»«> might never have thought of. 
answer: i Wang Foo took the let- „. h _ My people, as you may have heard, 

ter. which was addressed in a lady's annual festival. The priests, who had arp very particular about the date of 
liund. and, opening It. read as fol- been parading around through tjie any important undertaking in life, 
‘ows- villages and hamlets for the last two and the calendar of lucky days from 

My Dear Mr. Wang: months announcing and advertising th f. ir *“J. orU * temple Is always con- 

It is of the utmost Importance lh8 Krea t event, were true to their * ult ed. The strange thing is that this 
that you come to the college to- promise that their patron goddess »PPlies to evil deeds aa well as to 
morrow morning. Please name a would provide a special miracle for and the thief or the villain will 

convenient hour by bearer. Sin- th * occasion and that the Sacred W ®11 . hls »rat*e Just aa much as 

ce rely yours, would surely "bubble." Among those — ... 

JULIA DU BRAY. who gathered for the sight were quite , Something like southern Spain," in- 

He thought for a moment and then a number from the village of Pak Lao -it® fw Ver wi° r ’ ,‘‘ wher “ ‘ h * 

writing "Nine o'clock, sharp!" on the — and among them he old cook from ****■ blessing of his 

edge of the page, he initialed the the lighthouse, who was enjoying ose ot'iniiy upon his efforts, before he 
book and handed It back to Old of sacred bamboo pipes as he rested ® e .ff 1 mu ,f der Tl — , „ 

Chang. Ascending the steps to the by the side of his baskets. Wang Foo. 

glade of quiet reflection, he made liia "Kl Tien Chung Yao Jing Tal? Kl Indorsement of his 

preparations to retire, bul before Tien Chung Yao Jing Tal " ("At whst **V® c “* ,h ® K ood “Jd 

going to sleep he reread In the Eng- time will the Well begin to bubble? bad . £P l * n *wi. 0 upon the 

llsh and Chinese papers the evidence At what time will the Well begin to * , “ ry da **\ When Mr. Yang Loo. 

— on that aroae “ r - Jung Wing a partner, was asked 

d leaned over by ..P' m . to "*>ect a lucky day for the 
, curb and In- " a, l |n S' he remembered the fesllval of 
0 .he water h. 1 * na ' lv e village and fixed It at Ihe 
tu Yho Slang "me of the bubbling of the well. The 
lies'" "At the cook - wh o consulted the soothsayer In 
brass gong ,,le ten, P |e - "•‘urally received Ihe 
stv will era- 2 ame "Uggestion and so they both 
e answer ra- If 11 °. n m th ® : ‘ ,h day of <h * Harvest 
e priests as M° on! There is your explanation. ge n - 
>uah the as- ,,rmen - ? nd , “ answers every point 
tie bells and ,xce P t th f* Uct ,h «< 'he light went | 
for Offerings ° bt * x * otly »s the schooner rounded! 
.iS iK ,h ® buoy— which I believe to have 
« surface of * nUr * Iy accidental, and which. 

?thlnw of the wl,h "umber of the other I 

and ar® con- "» fl, ®£ ious th 'ngs of life. I shall have 
ana are con- to a „ k yog t0 , fave lo T( Ming. 

, that is. to Chinese fate!" i 

, Ilf „" Mr ' " mld Miss Julia Du ! 

?K h ]|?I 1 » Bray, a® she rushed up to him on the 

breathing of evening of the wedding feast of Yung! 
hout even so wing and the charming Chin Chee 
h ®. 0,d P r ! est "these dear people really owe this all ! 
the shrine, to you! The betrothal feast I claimed 
strength by as mine, but this I yield entirely to 
wn into the you! 

aaen tube of "l am very happy to have been In 


kind and not one of the old-fashioned, other time, or if It had burned low 
commercial contracts was owing large- and flickered or gone out on any 
ly to Miss Julia Dubray. who had been other night, when some other ship 
Chin fliee's devoted teacher and guide was a-pusaing. why there might be 
and counaelor and friend during her re- something to the story; but when It 
cent vears at that wonderful school on goes bad on that particular night, 
the Hill, known as "The Victoria College and Just at the critical point when the 
for Chines® Young Ladles." Now if any Prince Edward is passing the buoy, 
one had called Mlsa Julia a match- why, it's pretty hard to make me or 
maker she would have Instantly resented any other man believe It's all acci- 
it. but at the same time she would have dental." 

been obliged to acknowledge that she "Well, how aboue ‘number one' and 
had done everything in her power to ‘number two.' the native assistant 

rescue her darling Chin Chee from the keepers; can they get anything out 

man the family had planned for her. of them?" 

"Just to think of their throwing away "Not a word, nor anything out of 
a beautiful and accomplished girl like the old cook, either, who seems lo 
that on a miserable old drug-clerk who have slept through ihe wreck and 'to 
can't even speak a word of English and have cared much more for his kellies 
who hasn't anything in the world hut and his pots than he did for the 

his money." she was won't to say. "when depths of lhe sea.' as the old song 

there's that splendid young fellow Yung goes. If they are really 'all In the 
Wing, Just back in the colony from Har- game.' an the Harlows claim, why 
vard and simply waiting for a chance they've been threatened and bribed 
to make her ihe finest husband in the into silence and they'd die by slow 
world!" torture rather than leak out a word." 

And so Miss Julia went to work to Taking out of Ins pocket a niemo- 
bring about the desired result. She randuni hook, the inspector sat down 
worked long and patiently and never at his oflioe table and began lo look 
gave up her hope. She planned and de- over a number of notes, and turning 
vised various Interviews with Chin to Brownlow. continued, "as far as 
Chee's father and mother and never we have gotten at present, I number 
missed an opportunity to sing her our points as follows: 
favorite pupil's praises lo Yung Wing. "( 1 ) We know that the Prince Kd- 
And In the end she woti out, as most ward sailed on that night with her 
persevering creatures generally do; and valuable cargo of ginseng and that 
when she had finally convinced the pat- 1 in the middle of the night she was 
ents that It was their solemn duty to wrecked on White Tiger Point. When 
the daughter to give her at least some the relief tug reached her a few days 
little choice in the matter of her hus- later, her cargo was entirely gone. 

! b ., m , wbw felt she had dealt a serious with the exception of the few park- 
hiow at the whole commercial matrimon- ages that we discovered in the light- 
ial system. The rest was easy; and house. 

after sh® had placed Chin Che® next to “(2) Her skipper swears thal Ihe 

herself in the Cathedral pew on Sunday light went out Just at the critical i tomf , rR gave me an inspiration for 
morning and arranged to have Mr. Yung lurn by (he buoy. Both the keepers | more tban one bas-relief, from which 
Wing sit Just across the aisle and acci- acknowledge this to be true. [ expected to make a little money and 

dentally meet them as they were pass- "( 3 ) Yung Wing and his | rtpiiutlon if art ever came back to 

ing out why. all thht remained was for friends, who handled the shipping of itB own . 

her lo prav the good Lord that. Chinese the ginseng for the native drug- "Among the regulars there was a 
or no Chinese, it might be a case of gists, were at the lighthouse a week hideous man In the forties, whose 
"love at first sight" — and it was! before the wreck, and afterward were heard grew luxuriantly on the right 

Now there may have been some hap- noticed to be spending money very S j de of his face, but was very scanty 
pier guest at the betrothal feast than freely. on the left side. This Jaundiced fel- 

Miss Julia but if so. no one was able "( 4 ) The mysterious junk which low. with a visage like a frog's, a 


any way the means of bringing thi: 
joyful evening about,” Wang Fo. 
modestly answered, "and I am onl- 
going to thank you now for the com' 
pllment by twisting your popular say 
Ing. 'All's well that ends well.' inti 
a somewhat more celestial form am 
let . be— ‘ AI1 ® wel1 lh «‘ bubble: 


This j the cook's bamboo carrying-pole was 


(Copyright. 1921 . ) 


THE BOLSHEVIST MARAT 


The Bachelor Tax. 

D r. WILLIAM S. SADLER, a spe- 
cialist of Chicago, said at a re- 
cent meeting of the Federation of 
Women's Club®: j , . 

"To live to he a hundred the nrm 
requisite-' Is to marry young. The 
married always live longer than the 

8 *"T l hat is the chief reason why I 
favor a bachelor tax. Another rea- 
son is that bachelors, coddled as 
thev are become very conceited. 

"A pretty girl at a dance was 
waltzing with a bachelor. 

"There will he many sad hearts 
when I marry.' the bachelor said. 

'"Goodness, how many are you go- 
ing to marry?’ said the girl.' 


Overdoing It. 

«( A NYTH1NG can be overdone.” said 
^ Dr. Leslie Pidgeon In an ad- 
dress at a convention in Atlantic City. 
"Two partners were talking about 

* ‘"Pm' afraid I'll have to let Jackson 
go.' said the senior partner. He® 
getting very slack and forgetful 
neglects his work scandalously. 

•"I wonder what's the matter with 
him?' said the Junior partner. Hb 
seemed an ambitious lad In the past. 

"It's this efficiency craze, said the 
senior. 'Jackson is giving so much 
time and thought to his efficiency cor- 
respondence courses thal he s got no 
energy left for his regular work. " 


greatest amount of ear-splitting 
noise, and it goes without saying that 
rrfry one was talking a' the top of 
his voice, as If to fill in any acci- 
dental notes of silence that might 
have been left by the music. As a 
matter of fact, from a dignified Euro- 
pean standpoint. It wss simply pande- 
monium let loose — but "pandemonium 
!• i loose'' Is. after all, only our crude 
and labored synonym for a real Chi- 
nese good time. 


"'He is lying,' I said, with all the 
vehemence I could command. 

"Suddenly the atrocious face was 
distended into a smile. Then it burst 
Into a laugh. 

“•Come here.' cried the bolshevlst 
Marat. 


awaited a sentence which would al- " f?* 1 , J™ that I had a |"«tanU 

most certainly be death. The red ‘world of ideas In my head! And this Pi® t" 8 

guards constantly stood up victims In dvornik is a pig of a liar. You un- J" e l 

the passageways outside. We heard derstand. dvornik? You have ac- n “ . 

fusillades, followed by cries, and cused an innocent man. In that case 
sometimes by applause. the accuser is guilty, ln consequence. D p 0bab ]. 

"Finally, with fifteen associates deserves death. You are condemned ^ ba ( | 8 j 
they took me into a long hall, where to die. Take him away and shoot Q U t 4 
we were thrust on a bench along- him!" perlenci 

side the wall. This was the court. A "Two red guards seized the dvornik, come tc 
screen separated us from the judge's who bellowed with fright, and led use a 1 
tribunal. Every three or four min- him away to the place of execution. So my 
utea a voice — the voice of Govlov. 'the 'If 1 had let him off.' said Uovlov could h 
bolshevlst Marat' — creaked hoarsely: with a grin, 'he would have gone »■ 
“'Death! Shoot him!' somewhere else and denounced you. JSJJ 1 ®, 

"We didn’t hear a single acquittal. And you would have been condemned. , d 0 
I saw most of those who had accom- Shake hands, brother. The reaction is UVork 
panled me disappear. J frightful. I have to work like a dog. ,- or 0 

"My time came. Two red guards I But If anybody annoys you again. mv fwo 
dragged me roughly to the other sidej Insist on being brought before me for bv it not 
of the screen. I confess that ray trial.’" rudden 


- Unprofitable. 

<<x X rlLLIAM DEAN HOWELLS left 
W a fortune of * 1 * 0 , 000 . This was 
a very unusual thing for an America® 
author to do. We. as a rule. leave 
very little." 

Novelist The) lore ‘reiser w.i® l«c- 
turing in Oraj tvvicn village. He went 
on: 

"A young man was talking to a if-iz- 


rpHEY certainly were having it. The 
entire Btore was transformed into 
• reception room and banquet hal! 
and the guests were enjoying the 
“tlen ti eng shing" (or “gracious, 
gracious gifts of heaven and earth") 
In both solids and liquids to their 
hearts' content. In the loner apart- 
ments the genial host and hia good 
wife were receiving the congratula- 
tions of Iheir many friends. Having 
spent many years in Singapore, where 
strict native customs are greatly mod- 
ified by l lie Eurnpesn surroundings, 
the ladies and gentlemen of the parly 
.mingled much more freely together 
they ordinarily would have done 


